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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To reduce the instructing 
operation burden of a user by automatically laying out 
chart numbers at optimum positions by setting the 
parameters of chart numbers to be allocated onto 
charts and allocating the chart numbers onto the 
charts according to these parameters. 

SOLUTION: The automatic generation of chart ^ ^ 

numbers and the layout method of chart numbers are 
successively selected and set from the area items of 
a chart number layout setting window displayed on a 
display device 3 by a keyboard 4 or pointing device 5. 
Based on information on a table, chart and chart 
number, a central processing unit(CPU) 1 calculates 
an effective range capable of laying out the chart 
numbers and sets the arrangement and character 
string direction of an object and chart numbers to be 
a reference for performing automatic layout at initial 
values. Further, based on the set arrangement and 
character string direction of chart numbers, the CPU 

1 calculates the layout position of the chart number and when it is discriminated this 
position is included within the effective range, the chart number is laid out and displayed at 
that layout position. 
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